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“The digital humanities is an area of research, teaching, and creation concerned with the 

intersection of computing and the disciplines of the humanities.” 
1
 In the area of research in 

history of science and technology (HST), we assist to the development of a technological and 

complex digital system that changes drastically the methods and the tools in the everydalife of 

the scholars and labs. Open access to large digital libraries, social and collaborative networks, 

numberization of data, 3D modelization of artifacts constitutes a very short and non-

exhaustive list. Concerning the diffusion of the research results in HST and the cultural 

mediation in science and technology, the same statement could be established with open 

editions, e-books, e-learning based on digital resources in HST
2
, mobile applications on 

tablets for museum and education, etc.  Thus, a digital literacy development is required :  

 

“Digital Literacy is the awareness, attitude and ability of individuals to appropriately use 

digital tools and facilities to identify, access, manage, integrate, evaluate, analyze and 

synthesize digital resources, construct new knowledge, create media expressions, and 

communicate with others, in the context of specific life situations, in order to enable 

constructive social action; and to reflect upon this process.”
3
 

 

Through examples and topics extracted of the research projects in the Centre F. Viète, the 

following questions will be discussed :  

 

1. Semantic web
4
 and epistemology of HST 

Based on the research program „Semantic HPHST : Semantic approach to history and 

philosophy of science and technology ‟
5
: How digital humanities change methods 

and epistemology of HST? How to define the “gender” of the digital document in 

HST?    
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2. E-learning and cultural mediation 

Based on the research program UEB C@mpus “Risks and hazards for the maritime 

societies & MOOC”
6
 : How the digital humanities could change the methods to 

teach and to construct knew knowledge ?  

3. Student Literacy in digital humanities 

Based on the Master “History of science and technology, ICT and cultural mediation” 

proposed in the University of Brest
7
: How to develop Student Literacy in digital 

humanities about HST and cultural mediation?  

 

From those examples, I will conclude the communication by a discussion about 

“fundamental” and “applied” research in digital humanities.   
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